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LIBBEY  &  CO.,  BOOK  AND  JOB  FRINTERS. 

i875. 


SELECTMEN'S  ACCOUNT. 


OUTSTANDING    BILLS. 
Paid  H  A  Mathes  for  3125  feet  Bridge  plank,  $56  25 

E  Jenkins  attendance  at  Police  Court,  case  of  S 

J  Meserve,  4  40 

J  S  Cbesley  for  services  at  Annual  Meeting, 

March,  1873,  1  00 

Libbey  &  Co.for  printing  Annual  Report  for '73,   30  00 
W  S  Meserve  labor  on  Highway  for  1873,  6  70 

J  F  Emerson  for  abatement  on  tax  for  1873,  3  12 

M  G  Woodman, breaking  roads  prior  to  Mar.  '74,  8  20 
Nicholas  Drew  '*         "  "  "         5  60 

E  M  Davis,  "         "  "  "         4  34 

Stephen  Meader,         "         "  "  "         1   80 

H  F  Fogg,  "         "  "  «         1   10 

E  F  Doe,  "  <<  "1  00 

Jeremiah  Drew,  "         "  "  "         7  60 

Albert  Demeritt,         "         "  "  "  60 


$131  71 

DAMAGE  BY  DOGS. 

Paid  Benjamin  Doe  for  damage  to  sheep,  $18  50 

Ephraim  Bunker,         "              "  6  00 

E  F  Doe,                       "          turkeys,  .             3  00 

John  Sullivan,              "                 "  8  00 

$30  50 


NOTES  PAID. 


Paid  James  Garland, 
Nathan  Durgin, 
Frances  Durgin, 
Mary  Doc, 
Horace  Rand, 
Martha  Wiggin, 
Walter  Wiggin, 
James  Garland,  jr., 
Nathaniel  Stevens, 
Sarah  F  Wright, 
Edward  Pendexter, 
Charles  H  Mathes, 
Sarah  A  Burnham, 
Nelson  H  Fogg, 
Irene  C  Gritfin, 
Sarah  A  Wentworth, 
Hilliard  Fogg, 
Ann  M  Fogg, 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES. 

Paid  J  G  Dearborn,  State  tax  for  1874, 
J  H  Leighton,  County  tax  for  1874, 


INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 
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$7427  00 


$1408  00 
1302  16 

$2710  16 


S  A  Wentworth, 
S  F  Wright, 
Rebecca  McDaniel, 
Thomas  Wiggin, 
1  C  Griffin, 
Hilliard  Fogg, 
James  Garland,     ii 
Horace  Rand, 
Mary  Doe, 
N  &  F  Durgin, 
W  &  M  Wiggin, 
James  Garland,  jr. 
Nath'l  Stevens, 
S  F  Wright, 
E  Pendexter, 
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N  H  Fos-g,  interest  in  full 
C  H  Mathes,  " 

J  B  Smith,  "  " 

A  M  Fogg,  "  " 


40 

00 

12 

75 
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50 
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$489  38 


SCHOOL    MONEY, 

Paid  John  McDaniel,    Pru.  Com.  for  Dist.  No.  1,  $205  75 

Wmthrop  S  Meserve,    "  "               2,  116  70 

John  S  Chesley,             "  "               3,  96  53 

Geo.  J  Wiggin,              "  "              4,  196  50 

A  Morrison,                    "  Madbury,  1  48 

Daniel  T  Woodman,     "  District  No.  5,  164  94 

Levi  McDaniel,              "  Newmarket,  1  57 

Richard  K  Edgerly,       "  District  No.  6,  37  38 

James  M  Smart,            "  "               7,  167  59 

Joseph  S  Burnham,       "  "               8,  131  41 

David  A  Stevens,          "  "              8,  41  08 

Arioch  W  Griffith,         "  "              8,  117  26 


$1338  19 


ABATEMENTS. 
List  of  1872  ;   John  Pero,  1  35.     1873,  J  Meserve, 

1  87,  J  L  Paul,  1  25,  J  E  Edgerly,  1  25,  $5  72 

Paid  J  G    Dearbourn,    State    Treasurer,    overpay- 
ment of  Bounty  on  past  settlement,  $160  00 
Town  of  Newmarket  balance  in  full   of  reim- 
bursement claim,  $20  00 

Paid  J  S  Burnham  for  4815  feet  Bridge  Plank,  $86  67 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Dr  W  P  Sylvester,  attendance  to  G  Gleason, 
E  Bunker  on  account  of  " 

M  G  Woodman,  wood  for  J  C  McDaniel, 
J  B  Smith,  "  " 

J  B  Edgerly,  supplies  for  E  Edgerly, 
J  W  E  Thompson,  transportation  of  travellers, 
J  B  Smith,  "  " 

A  Pinkham  for  keeping  transient  persons, 
L  H  Goodwin,         "  "  " 

J  S  Chesley,  "  "  " 
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6 
C  E  Stevens,  for  keeping  transient  persons,  36  00 


.16  87 


County  of  Strafford  for  board  of  H  Dearborn, 
6  weeks  and  1  day,  9  21 

County  of  Strafford  for  board  and  clothing  for 
R  Bickford,  11  04 


$20  25 


N  H  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  board  of  W  K 

Cbesley  for  1  year,  130  00 

J  C  Derneritt,  board  of  N  Demeritt  to  March 

1875, 
V  Mathes,  jr.,  for  boots  for  N  Demeritt, 
M  G  Woodman,  clothing  furnished  N  Demeritt, 
J  B  Smith  for  taking  affidavits  of  Edgerly  and 

McDaniel, 
Dr  J  F  Moulton,  att.  onC  Stimpson's  child, 
J  B  Smith  for  time  and  service  on  ac'ct  of  G 

Gleasou, 
M  G  Woodman,  self  and  horse  to  C  Farm  with 

Mrs  Dearborn, 
M  G  Woodman,  self  and  horse  to  Exeter  on 

ac'ct  of  same, 
J  B  Smith,  time  and  expense  to   Exeter  on 

acc't  of  same, 
C  E  Stevens,  to  C  Farm  on  acc't  of  same, 
M  G  Woodman,  for  dress  for  Mrs  Prescott, 
J  Butler  for  carrying  R  Bickford  to  C  Farm 
J  B  Smith,  self  and  horse  to  C  Farm, 
Mrs  Goodwin  for  keeping  R  Bickford, 
C  E  Stevens,  service  on  acc't  of  C  F  Prentis 

and  Mrs  Meserve, 


78  00 

4  40 

4  51 

1  00 

5  00 

3  40 

3  00 

1  50 

5  30 

2  00 

4  00 

2  00 

1  00 

50 

5  00 

8250  Gl 


GENERAL  EXPENSE. 


Paid  E  F  Doe,  insurance  on  Town  House,  12  50 

J  M  Smart,  for  care  of  Hearse,  o  00 

Albert  Demeritt,  services  as  S  S  Committee,  34  0.' 

A  Demeritt,  cash  paid  for  school  notices,  1  00 
G  &  W  P  Ffrost,  ink  8c,  glass  for  T  Hall  and 

nails,  G6c,  74 


G  &  W  P  Ffrost,  powder  and  fuze  for  N  Edger- 
lys  dis  1  11 

G  &  W  P  Ffrost,  broom  for  hearse  house  46c, 
coal  71c,  1  17 

V  Mathes,  Jr.,  coal  1  45,  6  burners  for  Town 
Hall  1  32,  2  77 

C  W  Woodman,  advice  in  reference  to  reim- 
bursement, 

S  M  Wheeler,  advice  in  reference  to  cemetery, 

Jeremiah  Drew,  services  as  Collector, 

Samuel  Runlett,  services  and  cash  paid  as  T 
Clerk, 

John  Langley,  for  making  watering  trough, 

J  S  Chesley,  services  as  Selectman  and  Over- 
seer of  Poor, 

M  G  Woodman,  do 

J  B  Smith,  Treasurer  and  do 

J  S  Cbesley,  time  and  service  to  H  Demeritt's 
land, 

M  G  Woodman,  service  as  health  officer, 

J  B  Smith,  service  in  selling  bonds  and  paying 
notes, 

G  &  W  P  Ffrost,  school  books  for  J  Meserve, 

J  B  Smith,  fare  to  Concord  to  settle  State  tax, 

E  J  Lane  &  Co.,  for  pamphlet  laws, 

Stephen  Paul,  repairs  on  town  house, 

J  B  Smith,  extra  service  in  April, 

M  B  Langley,  for  cleaniug  hall  and  office, 

C  E  Stevens,  services  as  Health  Officer, 

H  W  B  Grover,  painting  guide  board, 

C  F  Buzzell,  tax  on  Barrington  land, 

C  E  Stevens,  services  as  Police  Officer, 

E  H  Twombly,  copies  of  deeds  of  wood  lot, 

E  J  Lane  &  Co.,  books  and  stationery, 

Libbey  &  Co.,  tax  bills  and  Assessors  blanks, 

C  H  Smith,  for  service  in  settling  with  New 
Market, 


5  00 

5  00 

75  00 

24  00 

2  50 

40  00 

40  00 

65  00 

1  50 

2  00 

5  00 

90 

3  00 

75 

75 

4  00 

2  50 

1  50 

1  50 

2  48 

10  00 

1  40 

8  51 

5  50 

1  00 

$365  08 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Paid  V  Mathes  for  labor  repairing  culvert,  5  00 

Darius  Stevens,  do  2  50 

Mark  H  Mathes,  self  and  oxen,  5  75 
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Moses  G  Woodman,  repairing  road  near  A  S 

Reynold's  house, 
A  N  Jackson,  do 
W  S  Meserve,  on  highway, 
S  Runlett,  surveying  7315  ft  timber, 
S  Runlett,  plank  for  Falls  Bridge, 
Nath'l  Edgerly,  labor  on  highway, 
W  F  Jones  repairs  on  Johnson's  Creek  bridge, 
W  F  Jones,  do 

J  S  Abbott,  stone  for  covering  culvert, 
Daniel  Chesley,  labor  on  highway, 
David  Stevens,  relaying  culvert  on  turnpike, 
C  E  Stevens,  labor  on  Falls  bridge, 
E  J  Coffin,  building  new  culvert, 
E  J  Coffin,  use  of  scraper, 
J  Drew,  labor  on  highway  and  Bunker's  bridge, 
Joseph  Young,  repairing  culvert, 
J  J  Bunker,  examining  W  Mill  bridge, 
S  Paid,  repairing  Falls  bridge, 
J  S  Burnham,  3  1-2  days  hewing  stringers, 
J  S  Burnham,  2500  ft  bridge  stringers,  W  Mill 

bridge 
T  H  Wiswall  &  Co..  man  and  oxen  on  bridge, 
J  J  Bunker,  labor  on  Wiswall's  bridge, 
Leonard  B  Bunker,  do 
Charles  H  Bunker,  do 
Moses  G  Woodman,  do 
Henry  E  Ford,  do 
P  McKone,  damage  to  wagon  wheel, 


3  95 

5  30 

5  14 

1  50 

1  00 

2  25 

2  50 

2  00 

2  80 

2  45 

20  00 

50 

4  00 

2  00 

2  00 

10  00 

1  00 

1  00 

5  25 

50  00 

3  00 

5  50 

2  00 

2  00 

6  25 

4  50 

2  80 

$163  94 


BREAKING  ROADS. 

Paid  T  Pendergast,  5  25,  J  B  Griffith,  5  70,  10  95 

A  Corson,  1  57,  B  F  Emerson,  1  32, 
Robert  Burnham,  1  05,  Frank  Demeritt,  1  05, 
Calvin  Smith,  1  57,  Henry  Davis  1  05, 
Alfred  Proctor,  1  05,  Joseph  Abbott,  1  05, 
O  Coleman's  heirs,  1  57,  J  A  Coleman,  1  05 
Charles  Williams,  2  31,  J  E  Edgerly,  1  05, 

$26  64 


2  89 

2  10 

2  62 

2  10 

2  62 

3  36 

RECAPITULATION. 

Outstanding  bills, 

Damage  by  dogs, 

State  and  County  tax, 

Interest  on  notes, 

School  money, 

Abatements  in  lists  of  1872  and  1873, 

County  overpaid, 

Town  of  New  Market, 

Support  of  poor, 

General  expense, 

Eoads  and  bridges, 

Abatements  in  list  of  1874, 

Breaking  roads, 

Bridge  plank, 

Non-resident  highwaj'  taxes  worked, 

Auditors, 

Due  on  tax  list  of  1873, 

Due  on  tax  list  of  1874, 

Notes  paid, 

In  treasury, 


CREDIT  ACCOUNT. 

In  treasury,  533  40 

Plank,  2  60 

Literary  Fund,  106  19 

Railroad  State  tax,  371  89 

Savings  Bank  tax,  1 346  65 

Wharf  rent,  4  50 

Town  of  New  Market,  300  00 

Store  rent,  115  00 

County,  116  87 

Resident  taxes,  3923  34 

Non-resident  taxes,  436  98 

Non-resident  Highway  taxes,  208  14 

Dog  taxes,  44  00 

Bonds  sold.  6500  00 


131  71 

30  50 

2710  16 

489  38 

1338  19 

5  72 

160  00 

20  00 

387  73 

365  08 

163  94 

39  90 

26  64 

86  67 

173  30 

4  00 

34  11 

100  00 

7427  00 

315  53 

$14,009  56 


$14,009  56 


JOSHUA  B.  SMITH,        )  Selectmen 
JOHN  S.  CHESLEY,         }         of 
MOSES  G.  WOODMAN,)    Durham. 
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We,  the  subscribers,  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts 
and  find  them  properly  vouched  and  correctly  cast. 

JOHN  F.  MOULTON,     }  A    ,., 
E.JENKINS,  |  Auditors. 

Durham,  N.  H.  March  1,  1875. 

Outstanding  Notes  $4521  00 

Due  from  Town  of  Newmarket,  $2372  00 

Due  on  Butler  and  Chesley  note,  1700  00 

Unpaid  taxes,  134  11 

In  Treasury,  315  53 

$4521  64 


SCHOOL    REPORT. 


Report  of  Superintending  School  Committee  of  the    town 
of  Durham,  N.  H.,  for  the  year  ending  March  1st,  1875. 

DISTRICT   NO.    1. 

The  summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Bessie  Shaw  of  Not- 
tingham, N.  H.  We  felt  that  Miss  Shaw  did  for  the  school 
all  that  could  have  been  done  by  any  teacher  in  this  particu- 
lar District.  She  was  faithful  to  her  charge,  and  had  those 
qualities  so  necessary  for  a  teacher  to  have,  patience  and 
perseverance.  In  the  summer  term  there  were  39  scholars 
registered  and  an  average  attendance  of  only  29.  This  is 
of  itself  a  serious  drawback  to  a  school  to  have  one-fourth 
of  the  school  absent  every  day.  But  this  is  not  all.  When 
parents  think  school  is  of  so  little  importance  to  their  chil- 
dren, that  they  allow  them  to  be  dismissed  108  times  in  a 
term  of  nine  weeks,  and  about  as  many  cases  of  tardiness, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  school  can  make  much  prog- 
ress, and  it  has  not  this  term,  though  this  was  no  fault  of 
the  teacher. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  Martha  E.  Tuttle  of  Bar- 
rington,  N.  H,,  who  passed  a  very  fine  examination,  but 
who,  in  our  opinion,  has  mistaken  her  calling  when  she  at- 
tempts to  teach  school  in  a  place  like  Durham  village. 

The  third  term  was  taught  by  J.  Colby  Caverly,  of  Har- 
rington, N.  II.  When  we  visited  the  school  the  first  of  the 
term,  we  thought  it  might  be  of  little  good  to  any  one,  but 
when  we  visited  it  near  the  close  of  the  term,  the  teacher 
and  those  of  the  scholars  who  were  present,  seemed  to  be 
trying  to  do  something,  and  we  thought  the  scholars  had 
made  some  progress.  It  is  rather  hard  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  a  teacher  in  a  school  like  this   when   43    scholars 
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are  registered,  and  not  two-thirds  of  them  daily  present. 
We  might  think  this  the  fault  of  the  teacher,  had  the  attend- 
ance been  better  when  there  was  a  superior  teacher  at  work 
here.     But  we  cannot  blame  him  for  all  this. 

As  a  whole,  for  the  school  year,  the  school  has  not  advanc- 
ed much,  and  we  think  parents  and  tax  payers  in  this  dis- 
trict would  ask  how  the  money  had  been  expended  this  year, 
and,  in  past  years,  would  they  take  the  time  and  trouble  to 
visit  their  schools  and  see  how  realy  ignorant  their  scholars 
are  growing  up. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

The  first  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Stella  M.  George,  of 
Berwick,  Maine. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Kate  Buzzell,  of 
Barrington,  N.  H.,  as  was  also  the  third  term. 

This  school  has  made  progress  throughout  the  entire  year, 
which  is  to  us,  entirely  satis  factor}^.  Miss  George  has  long 
been  known  to  us  as  a  teacher  of  much  ability  and  discre- 
tion, and  seems  to  have  given  perfect  satisfaction  here,  and 
Miss  Buzzell  has  not  been  less  successful.  The  school 
showed  a  thoroughness  not  often  seen  in  a  country  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

This  school  is  small  and  there  is  a  small  amount  of  money 
raised  for  its  support.  It  was  thought  best  by  the  pruden- 
tial committee  to  have  but  one  term  of  school.  For  a  teach- 
er of  this  one  term,  the  district  were  fortunate  in  securing 
the  services  of  Miss  Mary  S.  Sawyer,  of  Atkinson,  N.  H. 
The  greatest  drawback  to  the  school  seemed  to  be  the  num- 
ber of  tardy  marks — 100  during  the  term.  The  register 
shows  that  a  large  proportion  of  these  were  during  the  first 
part  of  the  term,  which  seemed  to  say  that  Miss  Sawyer's 
efforts  to  bring  them  to  school  in  better  season  was  of  some 
avail. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

The  summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Burnham, 
of  this  town.  Miss  Burnham  carries  into  the  school-room  a 
superior  education  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  a  school-room,  and  puts  that  knowledge  into 
practical  use.     The  school  flourished  under  her  care. 

The  winter  term  was  under  the  charge  of  M.  L.  DeMeritte 
of  Exeter,  who  carried  forward  the  work  so  well  begun 
by  Miss  Burnham,  and  the  school  for  the  year  was  a  success. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  5. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  that  able  and  success- 
ful teacher,  Miss  Millie  Comings,  and  the  school  under 
her  care  made  good  progress.  The  scholars  seemed  to  be 
interested  in  their  work,  and  all  went  well.  The  Winter 
term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Lizzie  Young  of  Farmington, 
N.  H.,  who  gave  up  the  school  for  reasons,  to  me  unknown. 
The  remainder  of  the  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  Gile,  of 
Nottingham,  N.  H.  On  a  whole,  we  connot  call  the  Winter 
term  a  success,  or  hardly  an  average  school.  It  is  always 
hard  for  a  teacher  to  follow  one  so  much  loved  and  respect- 
ed as  was  Miss  Comings,  and  it  seemed  so  here.  We 
think  the  teachers  of  the  winter  term  tried  to  do  their  duty, 
but  think  the  task  too  hard  for  them.  If  the  prudential 
committee  had  engaged  a  first  class  male  teacher,  who  had 
both  brain  and  muscle,  and  paid  him  good  wages,  it  would 
have  been  much  better  for  the  school. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Zella  Stevens,  who 
has  had  some  experience  in  teaching,  and  we  believe  always 
with  success. 

The  winter  term  was  kept  by  Mr.  John  R.  Meader,  who 
is  well  known  in  his  own  district. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

The  summer  term  in  this  district  was  taught  by  Miss  Liz  • 
zie  Pickering  of  Newington,  N.  H.  Miss  Pickering  had  a 
wonderful  faculty  of  making  scholars  learn  when  they  went 
to  school,  and  a  wonderful  faculty  of  making  parents  in  the 
district  think  it  was  no  place  for  their  scholars  in  her  school. 
It  was  an  unhappy  connection  for  both  parents  and  teacher, 
and  was  ended  none  too  soon  for  their  mutual  benefit. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  Burnham, 
whose  success  as  a  teacher  was  so  fully  demonstrated  in  dis- 
trict No.  4  in  the  summer  term,  that  it  needs  no  comment 
here,  except  perhaps  to  say  it  had  the  advantage  of  one  term 
more  of  experience  on  her  part. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

Both  summer  and  winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Emma 
E.  Mathes  of  this  town.  Miss  Mathes  commenced  her  first 
school  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term,  and 
we  had  some  doubts  as  to  her  success  ;  but  at  the  end  of  the 
term  we  were  fully  satisfied  that  she  had   succeeded  as  well 
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as  any  of  our  teachers.  Having  had  the  summer  term  and 
knowing  all  her  scholars  when  she  commenced  the  winter 
term,  she  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  work  with  them. — 
This  she  did  in  good  earnest,  and  taking  all  things  into  ac- 
count no  school  in  this  town  for  the  present  school  year 
has  made  so  much  progress  as  this  one,  thus  showing  the 
advantage  of  having  one  teacher  for  the  whole  school 
year.  Committees  should  never  engage  a  teacher  for  the 
summer  term  on  experiment  without  being  satisfied  that 
they  have  some  tact  to  carry  into  the  school  room,  and  then 
they  should  have  it  understood  that  they  could  have  their 
services  in  the  winter  term,  if  they  (the  committee)  think  it 
for  the  best  good  of  the  district. 

REMARKS  BY  COMMITTEE. 

To  Parents  and  Taxpayers  of  Durham,  N.  H.  : — Being 
unexpectedly  called  to  fill  the  office  of  Superintending  School 
Committee  of  your  town,  we  have  labored  to  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  faithfully  and  according  to  the  oath  taken 
befere  entering  upon  those  duties. 

We  found  the  schools  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  little 

/     interest  on  your  part  as  parents  and  taxpayers  to  improve 

them.     What  we  mean  by  this  is,  that  the  interest  you  lnajr 

have  felt  in  the  school  has  been  of  help  to  us, —no  help  to 

the  teachers  and  no  help  to  the  schools  in  any  way. 

If  we  know  of  any  interest  on  your  part  to  have  good 
schools,  this  knowledge  has  been  gained  not  by  j^our  presence 
in  the  school  room  on  examination  day,  or  any  other  time 
during  the  term ;  nor  by  any  other  public  manifestation  of 
your  iuterest  in  the  welfare  of  the  common  school.  You 
may  ask  what  we  call  a  deplorable  condition  of  the  schools  ? 
We  do  not  mean  school  houses,  for  these  are  quite  comforta- 
ble, or  would  be  if  you  took  interest  enough  in  them  to  see 
that  scholars  did  not  break  panels  out  of  the  doors,  and 
glass  out  of  the  windows,  and  tear  them  in  pieces  generally. 
But  we  mean  schools  ;  those  healthy,  fun-loving  children, 
who  care  much  more  for  play  than  they  do  to  study,  and  the 
teachers  employed  by  your  Prudential  Committees  and  paid 
with  your  money,  who  are  installed  in  the  school  houses  to 
guide  them  and  help  them,  and  guard  them  from  doing 
wrong.  We  call  it  a  deplorable  state  of  affairs  when  we  find 
in  so  intelligent  a  community  as  the  town  of  Durham,  and 
in  a  town  where  so  much  money  is  raised  lor  the  support  of 
the  schools  as  there  is  hero,  and  is  expended  annually  lor  the 
purpose  of  educating  our  children,  scholars  seventeen  years 
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of  nge  who  cannot  do  a  problem  in  common  fractions  in 
written  arithmetic  without  the  use  of  the  book  to  read  their 
rule  from,  and  scholars  of  that  age.  possessed  of  good  men- 
tal abilities,  who,  for  want  of  proper  care  cannot  tell  the 
parts  of  speech  nor  analyze  the  most  simple  sentences. — 
These  are  not  pen  pictures,  but  facts  which  you  can  almost 
any  of  you  prove  if  you  will  put  yourselves  to  the  trouble  to 
examine  your  own  children  and  see  how  much  they  know 
about  the  studies  that  they  have  and  pretend  to  study. 

We  have  tried  to  make  teachers  feel  the  responsibility 
resting  on  them  as  teachers,  and  to  have  them  do  their  work 
faithfully  ;  and  I  think  those  duties  have  been  performed  in 
a  majority  of  cases  to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 

We  thought  it  best  to  take  the  teachers  to  the  institute  at 
Farmington,  and  were  satisfied  with  the  result. 

One  great  drawback  to  our  schools  is  the  great  number  of 
text  books.  We  have  thought  it  best  not  to  change  any  of 
the  old  books,  as  in  our  opinion  we  could  not  do  it  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  people  or  to  ourselves.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant work,  and  there  is  need  of  its  being  done  so  as  to  se- 
cure a  uniformity  of  text  books  in  all  our  schools.  But  it 
ought,  in  our  opinion,  never  to  be  allowed  to  be  done  by  a 
committee  of  one,  who  mat/introduce  books  upon  which  he 
can  pocket  the  largest  commission,  but  which  are  not  for 
the  best  good  of  the  schools.  If  such  work  is  to  be  done,  it 
ought  to  be  done  by  a  special  committee  appointed  to  act  in 
concert  with  the  regular  committee. 

In  closing  we  would  say  that  the  amount  of  money  is 
small  which  is  annually  expended  for  our  public  schools. — 
But  it  is  sufficiently  large  until  it  can  be  used  to  a  better  ad- 
vantage than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Some  of  the  schools  have  made  splendid  progress  during 
the  year,  and  some  of  them  have  made  so  little  as  to  be 
scarcely  perceptible.  This  should  not  be.  Our  system 
should  be  such  that  all  schools  in  town  should  be  making  a 
constant  progress  from  time  to  time. 

ALBERT  DeMERITT,  S.  S.  Committee. 
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LIST   OF   SCHOLARS 

Who  deserve  honorable  mention  for  not  having  been  absent 
from  school  one  half  day. 

Dist.  No.  1.  First  Term.  Carrie  E. Smart,  Clara  E.  Steven9, 
Mary  E.  Berry,  Gertie  M.  Davis. 

Second  Term.  Charlie  Paul,  Rosa  Place,  Lula  E.  Davis,  Lot- 
tie Davis,  Mvra  B.  Huntington. 

Third  Term.     Charlie  Paul. 

Dist.  No.  2.  First  Term.  Charles  P.  Cheslev,  Andrew  E. 
Meserve,    Richard  A.  Coe,  Olive  A.  Thompson,  Bessie  C.  Ches- 

ley. 

Second  Term.     Chas.  P.  Cheslev,  Andrew  E.  Meserve. 

Third  Term.     Andrew  E.  Meserve. 

Dist  No.  3.     First  Term.     Winnie  Smith,  Mary  A.  Caswell. 

Dist.  No.  4.  Lewis  P.  Bunker,  Samuel  H.  Craig,  Lizzie  E. 
Thompson. 

Dist.  No.  5.  First  Term.  Charles  L.  Davis,  James  McKone, 
Willie  H.  Ayles,  Leander  Hutchinson.  John  D.  Lang,  Lewis 
Doa2,  Eddie  McKoue,  Willie  Ayles,  David  Davis,  Alice  Doeg, 
Isabelle  Hurd,  Elenor  M.  Ayles,  Elva  A.  Hutchinson,  Mary  L. 
Hutchinson,  Jessie  M.  Davis,  M.  Esther  Woodman. 

Sec.  Term.  Willie  Avles.  Leander  F.  Hutchinson,  Freddie  R. 
Tuttle,  John  D.  Lang,  Charles  T.  Davis,  Chester  Atherton,  Eddie 
McKone,  Lizzie  E.  Atherton,  Mary  H.  Doe,  M.  Esther  Wood- 
man, AnastatiagLang,  Lucretia  Francis,  Lizzie  Hutchinson,  Elva 
A.  Hutchinson,  Jessie  M.  Davis,  Lydia  C.  Brackett. 

Third  Term  Leander  Hutchinson,  Mary  L.  Hutchinson,  Elva 
A.  Hutchinson,  M.  Esther  Woodman. 

Dist.  No.  7.  First  Term.  Natt  F.  Stevens,  Edward  J.  Lang- 
ley,  Linville  F.  Langmaid,  Charles  A.  Smart,  James  F.  Smart, 
J.  Elmer  Kent,  Elrua  L.  Rand,  EIrie  M.  Pero,  C.  Etta  Kent,  Liz- 
zie L.  Kent,  Flora  B.  Stevens,  Susie  L.  Stevens,  Nellie  C  Stevens, 
Anna  M.  Rand. 

Second  Term.     Elmer  L.  Rand,  Eddie  J.  Langley. 

Dist.  No.  8.  First  Term.  William  Drew,  Patrick  Connor, 
Thomas  Moriaritv,  Nellie  Connor,  Kate  Connor. 

Dist.  No.  10.  "First  Term.  Hattie  Chesley.  Nellie  Corson, 
Alice  Fogg,  Julia  Lang,  Willie  Bunnell,  Thomas  Perkins,  David 
H.  Fo<rg,  Elmer  Fogg,  Perry  Lang. 

Second  Term.  Nellie  Corson,  Arthur  Perkins,  David  H. 
Eogg. 
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